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Information for the candidate

The Rotary Young Musician Competition is organised and promoted by Rotary International in
Great Britain and Ireland (Rotary GB&I). There are four stages to the competition, each designed
to support and encourage the development of your musical talent.

Aims and Objectives
e anopportunity to showcase your musical talent.
e impartial feedback and assessment of your performance by experienced adjudicators.
e the opportunity to perform on a public stage.

Who can enter?

Any Age (up to 17yrs) showcasing any musical genre.
The competition is open to all children and young people up to the age of 17 on 31st August
2026. You will be entered into ‘solo instrumentalist’ or ‘solo vocalist’, irrespective of your level,
grade and style including modern genres.
It is not open to full time students of music or performing arts, studying for a qualification above
A Level or equivalent standard.

What are the four stages?
The competition is split into 4 stages throughout the country. In our part of the country, we hold:
1. Local (MK) heats and final. Heats Mon. 19" —Thu. 22" October, held at MK Music
Academy. Finalis on Sunday 1°* November at the Church of Christ the Cornerstone,
Milton Keynes.
Winners go forward to
2. District final (Beds, Bucks & Herts). Sat. 20" February. Venue TBA
Winners go forward to
3. Areafinal (East of England). Sat. 6" March. Venue TBA
Winners go forward to
4. National final. Sat. 24" April. Venue TBA

The Local, MK, competition will be run by a group of five Milton Keynes Rotary Clubs: Bletchley,
Grand Union, Rotary MK, Watling, Wolverton & Stony Stratford, Winslow, with Rotary MK
organising the local heats with the support of the MK Music Academy in Wolverton.

There are two categories 1) Vocal, 2) Instrumental
For the local MK heats, the instrumental section is subdivided into:

a) strings,

b) wind,

c) piano,

d) guitar/harp
One winner will be chosen from each subcategory (4) and three from the vocalists (3) who will
all go forward to the MK finals. Each of the seven finalists will be matched to one of the five local
Rotary clubs for their sponsorship, which means the nominated club will be taking a particular
interest in the candidate’s progress through the next and any following competition rounds.
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The MK finals will be a large event with an audience of 200, at a prestigious venue with excellent
facilities. Experienced adjudicators will decide on one overall winner from the four instrumental
subcategories and one vocalist. These two candidates will go forward to the District final.

How much will it cost?

Each entrant will be asked to pay a one-off fee of £15, by filling in the entry form and paying the

entrance fee:
https://www.miltonkeynesmusicacademy.com/rotary-young-musician-competition-2027

Should you go further through the rounds, no additional money will be requested, with Rotary

sponsoring any out-of-pocket expenses.

How will the MK heats work?

Once you have filled in your entry forms from the link above, you will be entered onto the
database at the MK Music Academy who will organise their diaries of adjudicators and
candidates between the dates of Monday 19" to Thursday 22" October.

You will be informed of your date and time slot, and permission must be gained from your
school for the necessary absence, if the date given is a weekday.

What are the judges looking for?

This is a competition at which competitors are judged within the context of a live performance.
You will be expected to perform a work or selection of works of your own choice within a time
not exceeding 13 minutes. You may perform the same pieces/songs in each and/or subsequent
stages of the competition.

You can perform from memory or from music at any stage. In the case of vocal candidates, it
should be remembered that part of the assessment of the performance concerns
communication with the audience and performing from a copy of music may prevent you from
fully achieving this criterion. It is down to all musicians to announce the piece to the adjudicator
or audience in a clear and confident manner before they start.

You should be accompanied by a single instrument in sympathy with the performance; vocalists
may accompany themselves. In the case of vocal and guitar, backing tracks are permissible.
However, the backing track must not contain the part being performed by the competitor and if
it does the adjudicators will not mark such part/s of the performances. Backing tracks are solely
the responsibility of the competitor who must provide the performing medium (audio player,
amplifier etc) and will be permitted to have someone to operate the equipment. This will not be
the responsibility of the organiser.

There may be occasions when the context of a performance does not require an
accompaniment, e.g. in traditional folksongs or music written expressly for solo instrumental
performance. In such cases, candidates must not ‘manufacture’ an accompaniment never
intended by the composer.

An acoustic piano will be provided for competitors and accompanists at all stages of the
competition. No other instrument will be provided. Competitors should provide their own
accompanists, although an accompanist will be provided if needed.
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It should be noted that competitors offering solo piano do not require an accompaniment and
should not have any other instrument playing. This would make the performing ensemble a duo,
trio, quartet etc. and would not satisfy the competition criteria of ‘solo instrumental
performance’.

For any electrical instrument being played, the competitor must present an up-to-date Portable
Appliance Tested (PAT) certificate to the organiser on the day of the competition. Failure to do so
may disqualify the competitor from the competition.

Adjudicators

The adjudicators will be people with appropriate skills appointed by the organisers at the club,
district and area levels. At the National level the adjudicators will be appointed by Rotary GB&l
and will not be Rotarians.

Judging Criteria

The adjudicators will consider:

¢ Melodic and rhythmic accuracy

¢ [ntonation

e Tempo and flow

* Tone

* Mood and character

¢ The appropriateness of the programme

¢ The holistic view of the performance on the day

The adjudicators will not enter into any discussion or correspondence regarding their decision;
the decision of the adjudicators will be final and not subject to any appeal.

Competition Procedure

Arrival

Apart from at the MK Heats, where competitors play/sing to the adjudicator/s without an
audience, the organiser will conduct a ballot to determine the order in which each competitor
performs. The order of performance will be notified to competitors either before or at the
competition. In unforeseen circumstances, the organisers reserve the right to adjust on the day
if the need arises.

Apart from at the MK Heats, three copies of the selected pieces of music must be presented at
the registration desk on the day of the competition. Copies should be in a folder and clearly
marked with the competitor’s name. Competitors failing to do so will be adjudicated but the
assessment may be adjusted accordingly. It should be noted that competitors playing guitar
must submit copies in staff notation: tablature is not an acceptable alternative, although
competitors may play from tablature. Photocopying facilities will not be available at the
competition venue.

Photocopies of music published as individual pieces will not be permitted unless competitors
can provide written permission from the publishers. Competitors who are part of a school,
music or other club should check if photocopying is covered by that club’s PRS Licence.
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Photocopied copies of music not published as individual pieces but, in an anthology, will be
accepted provided the competitor has a copy of the original publication. All photocopies will be
retained and destroyed by the organiser immediately after the event. Cuts to competitors’ parts
are not permitted.

If there are any variations to or extemporisation in the competitors’ parts, they must be clearly
marked in the copies for the adjudicators.

Cuts to the accompaniment should be avoided. However, cuts are permissible to edit long
introductions or long passages in the accompaniment where the competitor is not involved. Any
cuts to the music must be clearly marked in the copies for the adjudicators.

Performance

The selection of music should reflect contrasting styles which may be differing movements of
the same composition. It is recommended that you include some variety of style and musical
period in your choice of music. The balance of the programme will be taken into consideration
by the adjudicators in the event of a tie.

In the instrumental category, competitors should play only one type of instrument.

Vocal competitors should select songs suitable for a family audience, giving due consideration
to the appropriateness of the lyrics.

The time for your performance should not exceed 13 minutes, but it is expected that young
children will play for a shorter time. The timing beginning when the competitor first begins to
play or sing. If a performance exceeds the stipulated time, that overtime portion will not be
adjudicated.

Amplification, although permitted, will not be provided by the organisers. Performers must
provide their own and must provide an up-to-date PAT certificate.



